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SELKIRK  COUNTY  COUNCIL 


REPORT  OF  THE 
COUNTY  MEDICAL  OFFICER 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1949 


To  the  Convener  and  Members  of  the 
County  Council  of  Selkirk. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  my  Report  for  the  year  1949. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

Population. — The  population  estimated  to  the  middle  of  the  year 
was  22,164,  a decrease  of  132  as  compared  with  1948. 

Births. — The  number  of  births  registered,  after  correction  for 
transfers  was  358,  190  males  and  168  females,  giving  a birth  rate  of 
16.2  per  1000.  There  were  19  illegitimate  births,  being  equal  to  a rate 
of  5.3  per  100. 

Marriages. — The  marriage  rate  was  8.3  per  1000  of  population. 

Deaths. — After  correction  for  transfers,  the  number  of  deaths  in 
in  the  county  was  336, 175  males  and  161  females,  giving  a corrected  and 
adjusted  death  rate  of  15.2  per  1000  of  population.  The  death  rate 
per  1000  in  1948  was  15.7 

The  causes  of  death  from  different  diseases  were  as  follows: — 


Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  11 

Influenza  1 

Other  Infectious  or  Parasitic  Diseases  3 

Cancer,  Malignant  Tumours  42 

Diabetes  MeUitus  1 

Other  General  Diseases  4 

Meningitis,  Diseases  of  Spinal  Cord  2 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  Etc.  49 
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Other  Diseases  of  Nervous  System 

Heart  Disease 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases 

Bronchitis  

Pneumonia 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases 

Gastric  and  Duodenal  Ulcer 

Diarrhoea 

Appendicitis 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver 

Nephritis,  Acute  or  Chronic 

Other  Diseases  of  Genito-Urinary  System 

Congen.  debil.,  Premature  Birth,  Malform,  etc 

Old  Age 

Road  Transport  Accidents 
Other  Violence 


154 

4 

7 

8 
6 
6 


3 
8 
6 

4 


9 


2 

1 

2 


2 


1 


336 


Infantile  Mortality. — The  infantile  mortality  rate  for  1949  was  25 
per  1000  total  births  as  compared  with  46  in  1948. 

There  are  seven  Health  Visitors  available  for  service  in  the  County, 
and  these  Health  Visitors  are  engaged  also  in  Midwifery  and  Home 
Nursing  duties.  The  Health  Visitors  are  responsible  for  attendances  at 
the  Clinics  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Two  Child  Welfare  Clinics  are  operated  by  the  County  Council,  one 
in  Galashiels  and  one  in  Selkirk.  In  Galashiels  the  Child  Welfare 
Centre  has  two  sessions  each  week.  At  least  three  Health  Visitors 
attend  the  Clinic.  In  Selkirk  the  Child  Welfare  Centre  has  one  session 
each  fortnight  but  is  open  each  week  for  the  distribution  of  welfare 
foods.  One  Health  Visitor  and  at  least  four  voluntary  workers  are  in 
attendance.  The  building  where  the  clinics  are  held — Thomfield, 
Selkirk — has  been  taken  over  by  the  Secretary  of  State  but  no  alterations 
have  yet  been  carried  out. 

At  these  Clinics  are  available  all  the  Health  Services  relating  to  the 
care  of  mothers  and  young  children  (including  school  children) — dental 
care,  diphtheria  immunisation,  etc.  Practical  advice  is  given  at  these 
clinics.  Propaganda  leaflets  on  health  education,  including  vaccination, 
etc.,  are  distributed. 

A comprehensive  Domiciliary  Midwifery  Service  is  provided  by  the 
County  Council.  There  are  seven  Midwives  engaged  part-time  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  each  Nurses’  Home  has  gas-air  apparatus  and 
transport.  The  number  of  domiciliary  cases  in  the  district  is  very 
small  as  a very  large  proportion  of  the  births  take  place  in  local  maternity 
hospitals. 

In  my  last  report  I mentioned  that  efforts  wrere  being  made  to  find 
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accommodation  for  the  nurse  in  the  County  area.  Owing  to  the 
generosity  of  the  Selkirkshire  Nursing  Association  a house  for  the  nurse 
is  being  built  in  a central  position  in  the  rural  area. 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

In  Galashiels  vaccination  and  immunisation  is  carried  out  by  the 
local  practitioners  in  their  own  surgeries.  In  Selkirk,  the  practitioners 
expressed  a desire  for  the  Local  Authority  to  continue  to  hold  clinics 
for  vaccination  and  immunisation.  This  has  been  done  and  these 
clinics  are  held  at  intervals  at  Thomfield,  and  the  local  practitioners 
attend  in  rotation.  During  1949  105  vaccination  and  177  immunisations 
were  notified  as  having  been  completed. 

INFECTIOUS  DISEASES. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases 
(excluding  tuberculosis)  notified;  and  the  number  of  cases  removed  to 


hospital  during  1949: — 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever 

Notified  Removed 
I I 

Erysipelas 

II 

4 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

I 

1 

Acute  Influenzal  Pneumonia 

7 

— 

Acute  Primary  Pneumonia 

8 

3 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

1 

Puerperal  Pyrexia 

1 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

34 

34 

64 

45 

MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

The  following  patients  were  on  the  Council’s  Register 

as  at  31st 

December,  1949: — 

Males 

Females. 

Boarded-out  defectives  with  Private 

Guardians 

6 

4 

Boarded-out  defectives  in  Local  Authority 
Institutions  and  Regional  Hospitals  (Part 

III.  accommodation). 

— 

2 

Mental  defectives  in  Certified  Institutions 

6 

11 

Boarded-out  lunatics 

1 

— 

Mental  defective  children  in  Mental  Hospitals 

pending  vacancies  in  Certified  Institutions 

— 

2 

Difficulty  has  been  experienced  in  obtaining  accommodation  in 
Certified  Institutions  for  certain  types  of  defectives.  All  defectives 
under  guardianship  are  very  well  cared  for  and  are  visited  regularly  by 
medical  and  authorised  officers.  There  are  two  authorised  officers 
in  the  County  who  co-operate  with  the  local  medical  practitioners  in 
regard  to  patients  requiring  hospital  or  other  treatment. 
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RETURN  OF  CASES  NOTIFIED  DURING  YEAR  IN  WHICH  DIAGNOSIS  OF  TUBERCULOSIS 

HAS  BEEN  CONFIRMED. 


• of  Cases  diagnosed  as  suffering  from  Tuberculosis. 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 


(i)  Ante-Natal  and  Post-Natal  Service. 


I 

No.  of  clinics 
provided  at  end 
of  vear  whether 
held  at  Child 
Welfare  Clinics 
or  other  pre- 
mises. 

2 

No.  of  women 
who  attended 
at  the  Clinics 
dining  the  year 

3 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 
made  by 
women  during 
the  year 

4 

Local  Health  Author- 
ity Clinics 

Clinics  provided  by 
Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions 

Ante-natal  Clinics 

— 

— 

— 

Post-natal  Clinics 

— 

— 

— 

(2)  Child  Welfare  Clinics. 


No.  of 
clinics 
provided 
at  end  of 
year* 

No.  of 
children 
who  atten- 
tended  the 
clinics 
during 
year 

No.  of  children 
who  first  at- 
tended the 
clinics  during 
year  and  who 
on  the  date  of 
their  first  at- 
tendance 
were: — f 

Total  No.  of 
attendances 
made  dining 
year  by  child- 
dren  who  at 
end  of  year 
were: — 

(1) 

(2) 

(3) 

under  1 
year  of 
gae 
(4) 

over  1 
year  of 
age 
(5) 

under  1 
year  of 
age 
(6) 

over  1 
year  of 
age 
(7) 

Local  Health 
Authority 
Clinics 

2 

447 

181 

18 

589 

1122 

Clinics  provid- 
ed by  Volunt- 
ary Organisa- 
tions 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Notes — ‘“Clinics”  means  Clinic  premises,  not  sessions. 

t Excluding  children  who  attended  during  the  previous  year  or  who  are 
known  to  have  previously  attended  a clinic  in  another  district. 
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(3)  Dental  Care. 


(I) 

No. 

inspected  by 
Dental  Of- 
ficers during 
the  year 

(2) 

No. 

found  to 
require  treat- 
ment during 
the  year 

(3) 

No. 

accepting 
treatment 
during  the 
year 

(4) 

No. 

actually 
treated  by 
Dental  Offi- 
cers during 
the  vear 
(5) 

Expectant  Mothers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Nursing  Mothers 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pre-School  Child- 
ren 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(4)  Mother  and  Baby  Homes. 


Number  of  beds 

(1) 

Ante- 

natal 

(2) 

Post- 

natal 

(3) 

Number 
of  costs 
(4) 

Homes  or  Hostels 
Authority. 

Name  and  Address 

provided 

by 

Homes  or  Hostels  provided 
Voluntary  Organisations 

Name  and  address 

by 

— 

— 

— 

Total  number  of  women  admitted  during  the  year  to  homes  and 
hostels  shown  in  Column  (1)  above  (ignoring  re-admissions  after 
confinement) 


NIL. 
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end  of  year 

2-5 

(io) 

o 

1 

1 

1 ON 

o ^ 

(S 

1 

ON 

Average  daily 
attendances 
during  year 

(8) 

5-z 

IS) 

N 

1 

0-2 

(7) 

00 

1 

IT) 

No.  of  children 
on  register  at 
end  of  year 

(9) 

5-z 

o 

m 

1 

m 

0-2 

(5) 

O 

1 

00 

No.  of  approved 
placed 

2-5 

(4) 

o 

m 

1 

m 

i 

o w 

o 

M 

1 

NO 

State 

whether 
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1 
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/ — N 
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Nurseries  provided  by  Authority — 

Day  Nursery,  Scott  Park,  Galashiels 

Nurseries  provided  byVoluntary  Organi- 
sations 

Nurseries  provided  by  Firms  of  Manu- 
facturers— 

St.  Mary’s  Mill,  Selkirk 
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(6)  Residential  Nurseries  and  Children’s  Homes  provided  as  part 
of  the  Authority’s  arrangements  under  Section  22  of  the 
National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act,  1947. 


Name  and  Address 
of  Nursery  or  Home 

(1) 

Whether  provided 
by  Authority  or  by 
Voluntary  Organisa- 
tion 
(2) 

No.  of  Beds  provided 
at  end  of  year 

Aged 

0-2 

(3) 

Aged 

2-5 

(4) 

Others 

(5) 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(7)  Nurseries  and  Child  Minders  Regulation  Act,  1948. 

Details  of  work  done  by  the  Authority  during  the  year. 


No.  of  applications 
received 

Number  of  certificates 

No.  of  children  being 
cared  for  at  end  of  year 

No.  of  inspections 
made 

No.  of  cases  in  which 
no  inspection  made 

Issued 

Refused 

Cancelled 

In  force  at  end  of 
year 

1.  Nursery 

premises 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2.  Child- 

Minders 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

H.  MIDWIFERY  (Section  23). 

2.  Midwifery  (Section  23). 

(i)  Total  No.  of  births  occurring  in  the  area  during  year — that  is 
before  correction  for  mother’s  residence: — 

Live  Births,  467  Still  Births,  5 Total  472 

(ii)  Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  in  institutions  (including 
private  maternity  homes),  444 

(iii)  Total  No.  of  births  in  (i)  occurring  at  home,  28 

(iv)  No.  of  births  in  (iii)  classified  to  show  nature  of  attendance  at 
birth: — 
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Cases  dealt  with  under 
Section  23(2)  of  the 
National  Health 
Service  (Scotland) 
Act,  1947 

Other  domiciliary 
cases 

(I) 

Doctor  engaged 
m'  and  present 
at  confinement 

Doctor  engaged 
wand  not  present 
'""at  confinement 

Midwife  alone 
S)  (no  doctor 
w engaged) 

CTDoctor  engaged 

Midwife  alone 
g (no  doctor 
w engaged) 

U, 

O 

0 

T3  £ 

0 6 

Is 

(7) 

Total 

(8) 

(a)  Midwives  employ- 
ed by  the  Authority 
(including  those  en- 
gaged on  a fee-per- 
case  basis) 

28 

28 

(b)  Midwives  employ- 
ployed  by  Voluntary 
Organisations 



__ 

___ 



_ _ 





(c)  Midwives  employ- 
ed by  Hospital 
Boards  of  Manage- 
ment 

(d)  Private  practising 
midwives 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(e)  Totals 

28 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

28 

(v)  Medical  Aid  under  Section  22(1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland 
Act,  1915). 

No.  of  cases  in  which  medical  aid  was  summoned  during  the  year 
under  Section  22(1)  of  the  Midwives  (Scotland)  Act,  1915,  by  a 
Midwife: — 

(a)  for  Domiciliary  cases: — 


(i)  Where  the  Medical  Practitioner  had  arranged  to 
provide  maternity  medical  services  under  the  National 
Health  Service — Number 


Total 


(ii)  Others — Number 


(b)  For  Cases  in  Institutions 


II 


(vi)  Administration  of  Analgesics. 

(a)  No.  of  midwives  in  practice  in  the  area  qualified  to  ad- 
minister Analgesics  in  accordance  with  the  require- 
ments of  the  Central  Midwives  Board  for  Scotland: — 

(i)  Domiciliary  5 

(ii)  In  Institutions  — 

— 5 

(b)  No.  of  domiciliary  midwives  who  received  their  train- 
ing during  the  year  — 

(c)  No.  of  sets  of  Apparatus  for  the  administration  of 
Analgesics  in  use  at  31st  December,  1949,  by  Domicili- 
ary Midwives  employed  by  the  Authority,  or  employed 

by  voluntary  organisations  in  the  Authority’s  area  2 

(d)  No.  on  order  at  31st  December,  1949  — 

(e)  No.  of  cases  in  which  Analgesics  were  administered  by 

Midwives  in  domiciliary  practice  during  the  year  1 8 

(f)  No.  of  cars  in  use  by  midwives  at  31st  December,  1949  3 
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. Health  Visiting  (Section  24). 
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Other  Cases 

Total 

Visits 

(11) 

1 1 

First 

Visits 

(10) 

1 1 

Tuberculosis 

Cases 

Total 

Visits 

(9) 

1 1 

First 

Visits 

(8) 

1 1 

Children  between 
the  ages  of 
1 and  5 

Total 

Visits 

(7) 

VO 
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First 

Visits 
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sr  1 
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6 

2 

Children  under 
1 year  of  age 

Total 

Visits 

(5) 
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0 1 

►H 

First 

Visits 

(4) 

5 1 

m 

Expectant 

Mothers 

Total 

Visits 

(3) 

1 1 

First 

Visits 

(2) 

1 1 

M 

V_^ 

Health  Visitors  employed 
by  the  Authority 

Health  Visitors  employed 
by  Voluntary  Organisa- 
tions 
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“HOME  HELPS”  SCHEME. 


On  25th  November,  1949,  the  County  Council  approved  of  a scheme 
in  terms  of  Section  28  of  the  National  Health  Service  (Scotland)  Act, 
1947.  Before  the  end  of  the  year  12  part-time  “Helps”  had  been  placed 
on  the  Register  and  the  scheme  was  set  in  motion.  It  would  appear 
that  this  service  will  meet  a real  need  in  the  County. 


4.  Home  Nursing  (Section  25). 


No.  of  Cases  at- 
tended by  Home 
Nurses  under 
arrangements 
made  under  this 
Section. 

No.  of  Visits 
paid  by  Nurses 
to  these  Cases. 

(I) 

(2) 

(3) 

Home  Nurses  employed  dir- 
ectly by  the  Authority 

1888 

16205 

Home  Nurses  employed  by 
by  Voluntary  Organisations 

— 

1 

5.  Domestic  Help  (Section  28). 

(i)  No.  of  Domestic  Helps  employed  at  end  of  year — 

(a)  whole-time  — 

(b)  part-time  12 

(c)  retaining  fee  basis  . — 

(ii)  No.  of  cases  for  which  Helps  were  provided  during 

year  3 

(iii)  Average  period  of  assistance — 3 weeks. 


SCHOOL  HEALTH. 

Report  of  the  School  Medical  Officer  for  the 
year  ended  31st  July,  1949. 

General  Statistics — 

Population  of  the  area  22,200  (at  30th  June,  1949) 


Number  of  Schools: — 

(a)  Primary  (under  Education  Authority)  ....  19 

(b)  Secondary  (under  Education  Authority)  2 

(c)  (i)  Special  Schools  o 

(ii)  Special  classes  in  ordinary  schools  1 

(d)  In  receipt  of  grant  from  Education  Authority  and 

under  medical  inspection  o 
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Number  of  children  on  the  registers,  i.e.,  for  whole  area  2779 

Number  of  children  in  average  attendance  2538  (91%) 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools — 

Painting  and  minor  repairs  were  carried  out  at  the  following  schools 
during  the  period  from  September,  1948  to  July,  1949: — 

Galashiels  Academy. 

Selkirk  High  School. 

Knowepark  School  and 

Ashkirk  School. 

Organisation  and  Administration — 

Arrangements  are  made  through  the  Education  Office  for  routine 
medical  inspection  at  the  various  schools.  The  Headmaster  of  the 
school  is  informed  of  the  age  groups  of  children  to  be  examined  and  he 
returns  to  the  office  the  heights  and  weights  of  these  children  recorded 
at  the  beginning  of  the  winter  session.  This  information  is  transferred 
to  the  medical  record  cards  of  the  children  before  examination.  Any 
children  who  are  found  on  examination  to  be  requiring  treatment  (other 
than  eye  and  dental  treatment)  are  referred  by  letter  to  their  own  doctor. 
The  doctor  usually  sends  the  child  back  to  the  School  Clinic  at  Sime 
Place,  Galashiels,  or  at  Thornfield,  Selkirk,  for  the  necessary  treatment. 

The  eye  cases  are  given  a form  which  is  taken  home  for  completion 
by  the  parent,  and  then  returned  to  the  Headmaster  who  transmits  the 
completed  forms  to  the  Education  Office,  where  arrangements  for  treat- 
ment are  made.  Previous  to  5th  July,  1948,  cases  were  automatically 
seen  six  months  after  their  original  examination,  but  this  arrangement 
has  had  to  be  abandoned  owing  to  the  delay  in  the  supply  of  spectacles. 
Promises  have  been  made  that  children  would  receive  priority,  but  so 
far  the  supply  of  spectacles  has  been  very  unsatisfactory. 

Since  the  resignation  of  the  school  dentist  in  January  it  has  been 
impossible  to  replace  her  so  that  no  dental  treatment  is  being  carried 
out  under  the  Education  Authority. 

All  children  suffering  from  minor  diseases  are  sent  direct  by  the 
Headmasters  to  the  School  Clinics  in  Galashiels  and  Selkirk  where 
treatment  is  carried  out  at  regular  sessions. 

On  5th  July,  1948,  the  County  Council  took  over  the  Queen’s  Nurses. 
There  has,  therefore  been  no  alteration  in  the  previous  school  nursing 
service. 

The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  is  also  School  Medical  Officer  and 
co-ordination  between  the  Public  Health  Service  and  the  School  Service 
is  thus  extremely  close.  The  staff  of  the  Public  Health  Office  is  com- 
bined with  that  of  the  Education  Office. 

The  Orthopaedic  Services  are  being  carried  on  under  the  new 
National  Health  Act  as  they  were  previously;  the  County  Council 
acting  as  agents  for  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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During  routine  medical  inspection  parents  are  encouraged  to  be 
present  especially  at  the  examination  of  entrants,  and  in  the  area  (except 
the  rural  area  where  parents  are  unable  to  get  to  the  schools  easily)  the 
attendance  of  parents  is  quite  satisfactory.  Parents  usually  come  to 
inspections  if  their  child  is  suffering  from  a condition  about  which  they 
want  advice. 


Total  number  of  children  examined  at  Systematic  Examinations: 

: — 

Ordinary  Schools 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants  

144 

150 

294 

1939  Age  Group 

no 

126 

236 

1935  Age  Group 

ii5 

120 

235 

1932  Age  Group 

10 

23 

33 

369 

419 

798 

Number  of  individual  children  inspected  at  systematic  examinations. 

who  were  notified  to  parents  as 

requiring  treatment  (excluding 

un- 

cleanliness  and  dental  caries): — 

Boys 

Girls 

Total 

Entrants  

12 

13 

25 

1939  Age  Group 

16 

16 

32 

1935  Age  Group 

6 

13 

19 

1932  Age  Group 

3 

2 

5 

37 

44 

81 

Number  of  children  examined  for  Visual  Acuity  and  Hearing  only: — 


Boys 

Girls 

Total 

109 

88 

197 

yerage  height,  weight  and  age  of  children  examined  in  each 

group:— 

Age 

Weight 

Height 

Entrants  

5 6/12 

42  lbs. 

43  ins. 

1939  Age  Group 

9 6/12 

63  lbs. 

51  ins. 

1935  Age  Group 

13  9/12 

94  lbs. 

60  ins. 

1932  Age  Group 

16  9/12 

124  lbs. 

63  ins. 

Special  Cases 

36 

Boys 

20 

Girls 

16 

16 
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Continued. 


Fair  Vision,  28  ; Bad  Vision; 


Table  II. — Continued. 


_ T3 

o-o  6 

'*$•'3  co 

u u 


3 

o 

3« 

o — 


CO 

>> 

O 

CQ 

CO 

CX 13 

25 

O 

N c/> 

£ >> 
G\  o 

~cq 


o,U 

20 

1 1 

O 

yr\ 

m co 

1 *-* 

2^0 

1 

CQ 

vP 

N 

6 


vP 


I I 


I 


vP 

»n 

6 


vP 

r- 


o 

6 


§■3 

20 

0 

ro  » 

O'  S* 
>->  ^ 
CQ 


~ I 
I ~ 


vj  -— • 

so 


>» 

o 

CQ 


u 

Q 


4) 

U 

3 

*-> 

as 

Z 


c 

o 


I 

X 

g 
o 
• *. 

■3 

c 

o 

u 

a'y 

o 
> 
u 
u 

Z 


'I 


-..•3  3 
> 


,y  -2  S s « 

X«3-JJ3 

^ C y -a  u.  CJ 
•o-a'C  3 U 0.0 
c »-«  ti  T3  c 4/5  w 
OJ  3 .3  •ii'w  3 "3 
_ . . o g 

■a^  = QQ  big 

mQ^SZQ 


6(4 
•§ 

« c ^ t; 

« utj  b 

>>  cf.b  $ 

C/3  O 3 5. 
.0  CT-3 
>>' — u g 

S.aS.g 

« S H U 

3 s?  8 § 

SJoEu* 

•9 

y 


XI  ^ 

3-a 
§ 3 

M U 

CQ  4> 

7;  cuco 


•-M  CO 
CO  OJ 

3 — 


M 


3 3 «2 
5 c/5  ^ 
2^.  u 

J3  U 

U ‘ 

I 

S>3  “ 

shO 

J 


oM 

l-H 

■ n u 

<"•£.3 


So 

*s. 

g 3 X 
cic  jy 
w ^ *S 

I i'f0 

§lJ, 

£ § 2 
i m 3 

I § s* 

<2uc 

Q 


CO 

a> 

CO 

a) 

a> 


CM 

3 

O 

V 

<j 

<u 

■+- 

a 


u 

a> 

D 

u 

o 

co 

o 

CO 

CQ 

41 

CO 


*H 

a> 

A 


19 


Note. — A total  of  798  children  were  examined,  each  child  being  examined  for  all  the  above  groups.  The  figures  given  in  the  last 
column  are  percentages  of  798. 


Table  III. 

SYSTEMATIC  MEDICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 
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(a)  Number  of  Children.  *(b)  Percentage  of  children  examined  in  this  group. 


TABLE  IV. 

RETURN  OF  ALL  EXCEPTIONAL  CHILDREN  OF  SCHOOL 

AGE  IN  THE  AREA. 


Disability  (L) 

1.  Blind  — 

2.  Partially  sighted: — 

(a)  Refractive  errors  in  which  the 

curriculum  of  an  ordinary  school 
would  adversely  affect  the  eye 
condition  — 

(b)  Other  conditions  of  the  eye,  e.g., 

cataract,  ulceration,  etc.,  which 
render  the  child  unable  to  read 
ordinary  school  books  or  to  see 
well  enough  to  be  taught  -in  an 
ordinary  school  — 

3.  Deaf: — 

Grade  I. 

Grade  Ha. 

Grade  lib. 

Grade  III. 

4.  Defective  Speech: — 

(a)  Defects  of  articulation  requiring 

special  educational  measures  2 

(b)  Stammering  requiring  special 

educational  measures  — 


(M)  (N)  Total 


1 

1 

1 


1 — 3 

1 — 1 


5.  Mentally  Defective: — 

(Children  between  5 and  16  years) 

(a)  Educable  (I.Q.  approx.  50-70)  — 

(b)  Ineducable  (I.Q.  generally  less 

than  50)  ...  — 

6.  Epilepsy: — 

(a)  Mild  and  occasional  1 

(b)  Severe  (suitable  for  care  in  a resi- 
dential school)  .....  — 

7.  Physically  defective: — 

(Children  between  5 and  16  years) 

(a)  Non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  (ex- 
cluding cervical  glands)  — 

(b)  General  orthopaedic  conditions  11 

(c)  Organic  heart  disease  .....  — 

(d)  Other  causes  of  ill-health  — 


11  — 11 


— 1 


1 1 


(L)  = At  ordinary  schools.  (M)  = At  special  schools  or  classes. 
"(N)  = At  no  school  or  institution. 
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TABLE  V. 

DENTAL  INSPECTION  AND  TREATMENT. 


Number  of  children  who  were: — 

(i)  Inspected  by  the  dental  officer  from  9th  Sept.,  1948,  to  24th  Jan.  1949 


Age 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 


A.  Systematic 

B.  Special  and 

Examinations 

Emergency  Cases 

Total 

III 

7 

Il8 

82 

5 

87 

69 

5 

74 

82 

3 

85 

52 

14 

66 

60 

6 

66 

31 

6 

37 

8 

4 

12 

— 

6 

6 

— 

2 

2 

— 

3 

3 

— 

1 

1 

495 


62  • 557 


2.  Found  to  require  treatment  (a)  263  (b)  62 

3.  Accepted  treatment  (a)  238  (b)  62 

4.  Acutally  treated  by  school  dental  officer  512 

5.  Number  of  attendances  made  by  children  for  treat- 
ment 932 


6.  Fillings — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  394 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  143 

537 

7.  Extractions — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  no 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  244 

354 

8.  Number  of  administrations  of  a general 

anaesthatic  for  extractions  222 


9.  Half  days  devoted  to  treatment  150 

Half  days  devoted  to  inspection  7 


10.  Other  operations — 

(a)  Permanent  teeth  236 

(b)  Temporary  teeth  70 


11.  Number  of  children  treated  under  private 
arrangements  


157 


306 
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EAR,  NOSE  AND  THROAT  CLINIC. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  operated  on  and 
examined  by  Dr  McDowall  in  Galashiels  and  Selkirk  during  the 
session  1948-49. 


Galashiels  and  Selkirk. 

No.  of  children 
treated 


5 years  of  age  4 

6 years  of  age  6 

7 years  of  age  1 

8 years  of  age  2 

9 years  of  age  — 

10  years  of  age  1 

1 1 years  of  age  2 

12  years  of  age  2 

13  years  of  age  — 

14  years  of  age  — 

15  years  of  age  — 

16  years  of  age  — 


18 


No.  of  children 
examined 

5 

6 

1 

2 
1 

1 

2 
2 
1 
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EMPLOYMENT  OF  CHILDREN. 

15  boys  and  1 girl  were  examined  with  a view  to  being  passed  as  fit 
to  undertake  certain  forms  of  part-time  employment  under  the  Council’s 
Byelaws.  In  every  case  a medical  certificate  was  granted. 


EYE  CLINIC. 


The  following  figures  relate  to  treatment  carried  out  at  the  Eye 
Clinic  from  September,  1948,  to  July,  1949. 


Galashiels  Selkirk 


No  of  Clinics  held 
No.  of  cases  treated 

No.  of  cases  for  which  glasses  were  prescribed 


19 

96 

40 


11 

40 

19 


Minor  Ailments — 


Cuts,  bruises,  sprains  and  minor  injuries,  etc. 

Diseases  of  ear  

Diseases  of  the  eye,  excluding  defective  vision 
Deases  of  the  skin — 

Ringworm  (scalp) 

X-ray  treatment 
Other  treatment 
Ringworm  (body) — 


Scabies  6 

Impetigo  . . 32 

Others  650 
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MINOR  DISEASES  CLINIC. 


Number  of  Minor  Diseases  Clinics  held 
Number  of  treatments  given  for  Minor  Diseases 
Number  of  treatments  given  for  Scabies  cases 
Number  of  individual  children  treated  for  Scabies 
Number  of  U.V.R.  Clinics  held 
Number  of  U.V.R.  treatments  given 


Galashiels 

Selkirk 

94 

III 

549 

569 

18 

18 

6 

6 

71 

119 

297 

1225 

ORTHOPAEDIC  TREATMENT. 
GALASHIELS — Sime  Place  Clinic — Session  1948-49. 


Conditions.  No. 

Fibrositis  20 

Cellulitis  1 

Qsteo-Arthritis  18 

Rheu-Arthritis  15 

Lumbago  7 

Sciatica  7 

Acute  Rheumatism  of  Joints 
and  Muscles  27 

Intermittent  Clandication  1 

Thrombosis  and  Muscular 
Spasm  ....  1 

Synovitis  4 

Teno-Synovitis  1 

Neuralgia  (acute)  2 

Neuritis  13 

Neurasthenia  2 

G.  S.  Wound  1 

Pes  Cavus  1 

Pes  Planus  8 

Meta-Tarsalgia  1 

General  Debility  3 

Fracture  4 

Injury  to  Joint  5 

Old  Polio-Myelitis  2 

Muscular  Tremor  1 

Adherent  Scar  3 

Skin  Disease  2 


Treatments. 

No. 

Massage 

933 

Infra-Red  \ 

Radiant  Heat  / 

1041 

Galvanism 

312 

Faradism 

424 

Paraffin  Wax 

801 

Ultra-Violet  Light 

302 

Short  Wave  Diathermy 

1039 

Exercises 

857 

Total  No.  of  Treatments  2416 


Total  No.  of  Patients  .....  150 

Surgeon’s  Clinics  9 


150 
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SELKIRK — Thornfield  Clinic — January  to  December,  1949. 


Conditions. 

No. 

Conditions 

No. 

Fibrositis 

81 

Hyper  Extended  Neck 

1 

Sciatica 

6 

Muscular  Pains 

1 

Arthritis  

39 

Synovitis 

5 

Osteo- Arthritis 

22 

Injury  to  Coccyx 

2 

Rheumatoid  Arthritis 

4 

Pajets  Disease 

1 

Erb’s  Palsy 

1 

Kyphosis 

2 

Varicose  Veins 

1 

Congenital  Cerebral  Palsy 

1 

Frozen  Shoulder 

1 

Sterno-Mastoid  Tumour 

1 

Neuritis 

5 

Bow  Legs 

1 

Panniculitis 

1 

Shingles 

1 

Strained  Shoulder 

1 

Fractured  Femur 

1 

Myositis 

3 

Inflamatory  Cond.  Knee 

1 

Periostitis 

1 

Fractured  Ankle 

1 

General  Debility 

3 

Disseminated  Sclerosis 

1 

Facial  Paralysis 

2 

Subacute  Degeneration 

1 

Knock  Knees 

11 

Pernicious  Anaemia 

1 

Pes  Planus 

21 

Fractured  Radius 

2 

Everted  Feet 

6 

Dropped  Wrist 

2 

Sprained  Ankle 

8 

Erytho  Neuralgia 

1 

Tight  Planter  Fascia 

3 

Tenosynivitis 

1 

Tennis  Elbow 

2 

Contusions 

1 

Sprained  Wrist 

2 

Elbow  Injury 

1 

Injury  to  Back 

1 

Infantile  Paralysis 

1 

Metatarsus  Varus 

1 

Stump  Neuritis 

1 

Old  Fractured  Spine 

1 

Chilblains 

1 

Lumbago 

Sprained  Acromio-Clav. 

9 

Treatments. 

No. 

Joint 

1 

Massage 

136 

Cramp 

1 

Infra-Red  \ 

hi 

Recurring  Abcess 

1 

Radiant  Heat  / 

G.  S.  Wound 

1 

Short  Wave  Diathermy 

80 

Scoliosis 

2 

Galvanism  \ 

14 

Alopoccia 

2 

Sinusoidal  J 

Weak  Abdominal  Muscle 

2 

Faradiam 

24 

Knee  Injury 

2 

Ultra-Violet  Ray 

14 

Hemiplegia 

3 

Paraffin  Wax  Baths 

13 

Trigeminal  Neuralgia 

1 

Exercises 

198 

Bronchitis 

2 

Pes  Cavus 

3 

Total  No.  of  Treatments 

1465 

T.  B.  Gland  Scar 

1 

Total  No.  of  Patients 

244 
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REPORT  BY  SANITARY  INSPECTORS,  1949. 

A.  County  Area. 

A.  Cleansing  and  Scavenging. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  refuse  in  the  Ettrickhaugh  Special 
Scavenging  District  is  now  being  carried  out  at  the  request  of  the  County 
Council  by  the  Selkirk  Town  Council,  owing  to  the  fact  that  Ettrick- 
haugh Road  was  the  only  district  remaining  within  the  County,  the 
whole  of  the  other  portions  of  the  area  having  been  included  in  the 
Burgh  Extension.  The  area  left  in  the  County  District  was  too  small 
to  maintain  the  necessary  transport.  This  work  has  been  carried  out 
very  satisfactorily.  The  scavenging  has  been  carried  out  by  the  County 
staff. 

Water  Supplies. 

The  Supply  to  the  Philiphaugh  Special  Water  District  was  very 
satisfactory.  Some  anxiety  was  caused  during  the  dry  spell  last  year. 
The  Reservoir  dropped  to  three  feet  six  inches  below  the  overflow  for 
the  first  time  in  my  experience,  and  a continual  watch  had  to  be  kept 
during  this  period.  The  heavy  rain  fall  in  the  middle  of  October 
however  raised  the  level  to  the  overflow  in  one  day.  Several  leaks  in 
the  main  were  traced  and  repaired  and  this  may  have  accounted  for 
some  of  the  drop  in  the  water  level.  The  overflow  has  been  in  action 
ever  since  October. 

The  Clovenfords  District  has  had  the  most  satisfactory  year  in  my 
experience  and  there  has  never  been  any  scarcity  during  the  year.  The 
supply  now  comes  from  the  Galashiels  Water  Main,  and  the  original 
Clovenfords  supply  has  completely  disappeared. 

Yarrowford  and  Ashkirk  Special  Districts  are  now  in  full  action  and 
are  proving  most  satisfactory. 

A new  scheme  is  now  in  progress  for  a supply  of  water  to  the  Yarrow- 
feus  District,  and  this  should  prove  a great  boon  to  the  inhabitants  of 
that  area. 

Sanitary  Condition  of  Schools,  etc. 

All  schools,  factories,  workshops  and  burial  grounds  were  inspected 
regularly,  and  the  conditions  existing  have  always  been  found  satis- 
factory. 

B.  Food  Supply. 

(1)  Milk. 

Improvements  have  been  carried  out  on  several  dairy  premises, 
and  these  have  been  of  a high  standard. 

The  total  number  of  producers  in  the  County  is  30.  Of  these,  14 
produce  T.T.  Milk  and  6 produce  Standard  Milk.  Ten  are 
ordinary  registered  byres. 

The  exempted  Premises  in  the  County  number  183,  22  of  which 
are  Attested  Herds. 
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Only  one  producer  of  T.T.  Milk  and  six  ordinary  milk  producers 
retail  direct  to  the  public. 

The  results  of  tests  of  Pasteurised  Milk  and  T.T.  Milk  supplied 
by  the  Scottish  Co-operative  Wholesale  Society  have  not  been  so 
satisfactory  during  the  year,  but  special  examinations  have  been 
made  and  defects  traced,  and  the  conditions  are  now  much 
improved. 

(2)  The  Dairy  Byelaws  regarding  structural  alterations  have  all  been 
complied  with,  and  considerable  improvements  have  been  made. 
Other  improvements  are  in  course  of  construction. 

(3)  All  conditions  detailed  in  the  Milk  and  Dairies  (Scotland)  Order, 


1934,  articles  4-14  have  been  complied  with. 

(4)  (a)  Number  of  retail  purveyors  of  milk  11 

(b)  Number  of  producers  who  do  not  sell  by  retail  23 

(c)  Average  number  of  cows  in  Registered  Byres  23 

(ci)  Total  number  of  cows  in  Registered  Byres  679 

(d)  Dairies  exempt  from  registration  183 

(e)  Number  of  cows  in  exempt  premises  362 


(ei)  22  Exempted  premises  have  attested  herds  with  a total 
of  37  cows. 

(5)  Samples  of  milk  were  taken  regularly,  and  any  defects  were  traced 
and  rectified,  subsequent  samples  proving  satisfactory. 

Ice  Cream. — There  are  22  premises  and  one  vehicle  on  the 
register  for  the  manufacture  and  sale  of  Ice  Cream.  Out  of 
this  number  only  8 are  registered  for  the  manufacture  and  14 
for  storage  and  sale  only.  One  application  for  the  manufacture 
and  two  for  storage  and  sale  are  still  held  up  pending  necessary 
alterations  on  premises. 

(6)  Miscellaneous. 

137  Samples  of  foods  were  taken  during  the  year.  Several  of 
these  were  defective  but  were  rectified  on  being  advised  and  sub- 
sequent samples  proved  satisfactory.  There  were  no  convictions. 

Nuisances. — There  were  no  complaints  of  these  during  the  year. 

Infectious  Diseases. — Disinfecting  is  still  done  most  satis- 
factorily by  the  driver  of  the  ambulance  as  the  case  is  removed. 
Two  cases  of  deaths  from  Infectious  Diseases  were  disinfected 
by  me. 

Sewage  Works. — The  sewage  works  at  Clovenfords  and  Bridge 
Street  still  produce  a high  standard  of  efficiency. 

New  disposal  works  have  been  installed  at  Ash  kirk,  Ettrick- 
bridge  and  Yarrowford,  and  these  are  proving  satisfactory. 

Dry  Closets. — The  number  of  dry  closets  serving  2 tenants  is  4. 
The  number  of  dry  closets  serving  3 tenants  is  1 . 

The  properties  where  these  dry  closets  are  in  use  are  expected  to 
change  ownership  at  an  early  date,  when  extensive  reconstruc- 
tion is  anticipated,  and  proper  sanitary  installations  provided. 
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Tents  and  Vans. — 98  Inspections  were  made  of  these  and  in 
some  cases  chemical  closets  were  recommended  and  installed. 
Otherwise  these  places  were  always  found  clean  and  tidy. 

Food  Shops. — I have  made  a special  inspection  of  Food  Stores 
and  shops  in  the  district  regarding  cleanliness  in  handling  of 
food.  Only  in  one  case  have  I had  to  complain  of  the  cleanli- 
ness, and  this  is  now  rectified. 

Rat  Destruction. — In  conjunction  with  the  Pest  Branch  of  the 
Department  of  Agriculture,  rat  destruction  was  carried  out. 
19  Premises  were  treated,  and  a total  of  2426  rats  were  destroyed. 
The  worst  infestations  were  at  the  two  Burgh  Refuse  Dumps. 
At  the  Selkirk  Burgh  Dump  334  rats  were  destroyed,  and  at 
the  Galashiels  Burgh  Dump  959  rats  were  destroyed.  I am  of 
the  opinion  that  if  the  offal  dump  from  the  Slaughterhouse  in 
Galashiels  was  covered  occasionally  with  quick-lime  a con- 
siderable amount  of  breeding  would.be  avoided. 

Rainfall. — The  rainfall  in  the  County,  taken  at  the  County  Yard, 
was  24.99  inches  (37.40  inches  in  1948)  and  rain  fell  on  121 
days  (152  days  in  1949). 

ARCHD.  S.  MACVEY, 
County  Sanitary  Inspector. 


BURGH  OF  GALASHIELS. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  supply  is  obtained  from  Knowesdean  Reservoir.  During 
the  month  of  June  there  were  periods  of  shortage  in  the  higher  parts  of 
the  town  but  this  was  the  only  difficulty  experienced  during  an  abnor- 
mally dry  summer.  Otherwise,  a twenty-four  hour  supply  was  main- 
tained. 

The  average  daily  consumption  was  793,000  gallons,  42,000  gallons 
above  the  average  for  1948.  Making  allowance  for  water  supplied  to 
districts  outwith  the  Burgh,  the  average  daily  consumption  was  57.4 
gallons  per  head  (1948 — 54-27  gallons). 

The  analyst’s  report  on  a sample  submitted  for  chemical  analysis  was 
as  follows: — 

Laboratory  of  City  Analyst, 
Edinburgh. 

1st  July,  1949. 

One  Imperial  Gallon  of  this  water  contained  the  following  ingredients. 

(The  results  are  expressed  in  grains). 


Total  Solid  Matter  5.92 

Organic  and  Volatile  Matter  0.64 

Mineral  Matter  5.28 

Chlorine  in  Chlorides  0.71 
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Phosphates  None 

Iron  None 

Lead  or  other  Poisonous  Metals  None 

Nitrogen  in  Nitrates  ...  None 

Nitrites  None 

Saline  Ammonia  .001 

Albumenoid  Ammonia  .003 

Oxygen  absorbed  at  8o°F.  in  4 hrs.  .047 

Total  Hardness  (Clark’s  Scale)  4.5 

Temporary  Hardness  (Clark’s  Scale)  4.2 

p.H.  Value  ....  7.5 


This  water  is,  in  my  opinion,  of  satisfactory  chemical  purity,  and  is 
well  suited  for  all  primary  purposes. 

(Sgd.)  A.  SCOTT  DODD. 

Samples  for  bacteriological  examination  were  taken  at  monthly 
intervals.  A typical  report  is  as  follows: — 

“ Corporation  Yard,  Galashiels  ” — 30/8/49. 

Bacteriology  Department, 
University  Buildings, 
Edinburgh. 

Report. — Number  of  viable  bacteria  per  c.c.  at  22°C. — 16 

37°C. — 2 

B.  coli  absent  from  100  c.c. 

During  July  work  was  started  on  the  laying  of  the  Duplicate  Water 
Main  between  the  Reservoir  and  the  Town  Cistern.  By  31st  Decem- 
ber, 3868  yards  had  been  laid,  and  provided  supplies  of  “specials” 
come  forward  as  promised  it  is  anticipated  that  the  work  will  be  com- 
pleted by  the  early  summer. 

Drainage  and  Sewage  Disposal. 

The  Burgh  is  drained  by  the  separate  system.  Surface  water  sewers 
discharge  into  the  river  at  convenient  points  and  the  soil  sewers  at  the 
Sewage  Disposal  Works  at  Galafoot. 

Following  the  heavy  flooding  in  August  of  1948,  repair  works  were 
carried  out  on  the  section  of  9 inch  cast  iron  sewer  which  subsided  on 
the  river  bank  at  Comelybank  Mill.  The  manhole  in  the  river  which 
subsided  was  bypassed  and  115  yards  of  new  9 inch  cast  iron  sewer  laid 
and  two  new  inspection  chambers  formed.  Since  this  work  was 
carried  out  the  sewer  has  functioned  without  further  trouble. 

The  smaller  diameter  sections  of  the  trunk  sewer  were  scraped  during 
the  summer  months. 

Work  was  continued  on  the  electrification  of  the  plant  at  the  Sewage 
Works.  AC  motors  were  installed  and  the  use  of  the  gas  engines  dis- 
continued. Approval  has  been  given  to  carry  out  certain  parts  of  the 
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larger  scheme  and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  following  works  will  be 
commenced  during  1950: — 

x.  The  installation  of  coarse  screens. 

2.  Alteration  of  the  detritus  tanks  and  the  fitting  of  a mechanical 
elevator. 

3.  Construction  of  the  sludge  drying  beds. 

The  average  daily  flow  recorded  at  the  works  was  1,272,812  gallons. 

Cleansing. 

Twice-weekly  collection  of  refuse  was  continued  during  the  year. 
This  system  continues  to  give  satisfaction. 

Tonnages  collected  were  as  follows: — 

Domestic  Trade  Street 

Refuse  Refuse  Sweepings  Total 

2568  tons  715  tons  181  tons  3464  tons 

No  major  changes  in  the  cleansing  beats  were  necessary.  A new 
collection  district  will  be  formed  and  the  existing  districts  re-arranged 
when  a new  cleansing  vehicle  is  received  in  1950. 

At  the  beginning  of  July  a separate  collection  of  garden  refuse  was 
started.  Householders  have  a fortnightly  service,  half  of  the  town  being 
covered  each  week.  This  extra  collection  has  proved  worth  while  and 
has  relieved  the  normal  cleansing  service  to  a considerable  extent.  An 
extension  of  the  service  to  give  a weekly  collection  is  aimed  at,  but  may 
not  be  possible  until  late  1950  owing  to  shortage  of  transport. 

The  Refuse  Destructor  was  relined  during  April  and  May  and  con- 
tinues to  work  efficiently  though  shortage  of  labour  curtailed  incinera- 
tion on  a few  occasions. 

The  Cleansing  Department  vehicles  were  well  maintained  during 
the  year. 

The  beat  system  of  street  sweeping  continues  to  operate  satisfactorily. 

Salvage  collections  continued  at  a high  level,  but  in  May  the  market 
for  Wastepaper  failed.  Collections  were  continued  and  as  a result  large 
quantities  had  to  be  stored  in  the  Yard.  The  market  has  improved 
since  the  end  of  the  year  and  stocks  have  now  been  cleared,  although 
at  prices  lower  than  those  formerly  obtained.  It  would  appear  that 
there  will  be  a market  for  Wastepaper  for  a considerable  time  to  come, 
although  there  is  little  likelihood  that  prices  will  return  to  their  former 
high  level. 

The  total  salvage  collected  was  154  tons,  valued  £759.  Of  this 
total,  salvage  valued  £575  was  sold  before  the  marked  collapsed  in  May. 

Housing. 

Progress  on  the  housing  schemes  was  more  satisfactory  during  the 
year.  By  31st  December,  42  of  the  50  Whitson-Fairhurst  houses  had 
been  completed,  and  the  total  number  of  houses  completed  during  the 
year  was  66.  (3rd  Development — 38.  4th  Development — 28). 
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Tenders  were  approved  for  the  erection  during  1950  of  34  Traditional 
houses  at  Gala  Policies  3rd  Development.  As  no  further  sites  are  as 
yet  being  prepared,  difficulty  will  be  experienced  in  preserving  the 
continuity  of  building. 

With  regard  to  future  building  there  appears  to  be  too  much  emphasis 
being  placed  on  the  building  of  three-apartment  houses.  The  pro- 
portion of  small  houses  in  the  Burgh  is  already  very  high  and  the  build- 
ing of  a large  proportion  of  three-apartment  houses  in  new  schemes  can 
only  be  regarded  as  a retrograde  step. 

Nuisances  and  Complaints. 

Sixty  nuisances  and  complaints  were  dealt  with  during  the  year, 
thirty-seven  by  written  intimation  and  twenty-three  by  verbal  intima- 
tion. 

Offensive  Trades. 

The  Skinworks  in  Wilderhaugh,  which  is  the  only  offensive  trade  in 
the  Burgh  was  well  conducted  and  no  cause  for  complaint  was  noted 
during  inspections. 

Slaughterhouse. 

The  Slaughterhouse  is  still  operated  by  the  Ministry  of  Pood.  The 
premises  were  maintained  in  a satisfactory  state. 

Animals  slaughtered  were  as  follows: — 

1 

Cattle  Sheep  Pigs  Calves 

1010  6125  53  459 

Food  Inspection. 

Routine  inspection  of  carcases  at  the  Slaughterhouse  resulted  in  the 
following  condemnations: — 

Meat  .....  6 tons  4 cwts.  58  lbs. 

Offals  6 ,,  3 >5  83  ,, 

Other  foods  condemned  were  as  follows: — 

Tinned  Foods  2 cwts.  33  lbs. 

Other  Foods  4 „ — „ 
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Factories. 

The  number  of  factories  now  registered  in  the  Burgh  is  178  of  which 
125  are  mechanical  and  53  non- mechanical. 

One  hundred  and  eighty-nine  inspections  were  made  and  written 
notices,  mostly  for  lack  of  cleanliness  were  issued  in  32  instances. 

Progress  continues  to  be  made  with  the  reconstruction  of  sanitary 
accommodation  in  the  mills  and  the  number  of  premises  with  first  class 
accommodation  is  increasing. 


Shops. 

Regular  inspections  were  carried  out  by  the  Shops  Inspector.  With 
few  exceptions  they  were  found  to  be  well  maintained.  Steps  are  being 
taken  to  secure  improvements  in  sanitary  accommodation  and  other 
facilities  where  this  is  necessary. 

Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Burgh. 

Houses  Let  in  I.odgings. 

The  Workmen’s  Hostel  in  Ladhope  Vale  was  visited  and  found  to 
be  in  a satisfactory  condition. 


Schools. 

The  schools  continue  to  be  maintained  in  good  condition. 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  four  burial  grounds  were  well  kept  throughout  the  year.  The 
Old  Town  Church  Yard  and  Ladhope  Cemetery  were  inspected  and 
note  taken  of  all  defective  headstones  and  other  matters  requiring 
attention.  An  attempt  is  being  made  to  contact  all  owners  of  lairs 
affected,  but  this  is  likely  to  prove  difficult.  It  is  hoped,  however,  to 
improve  the  tidiness  and  general  appearance  of  those  burial  grounds. 

Following  extensive  investigations,  the  Local  Authority,  after  con- 
sultation with  the  Town  and  Country  Planning  Committee  of  Selkirk 
County  Council,  decided  to  negotiate  with  the  owner  for  the  purchase 
of  a field  at  Heatheryett  as  a site  for  a new  cemetery.  This  site  is  not 
ideal  but  is  considered  to  be  the  one  with  the  least  disadvantages. 
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BURGH  OF  SELKIRK. 

Water  Supply. 

The  water  system  continued  to  function  as  described  in  detail  in  a 
previous  report,  except  for  minor  alterations  from  time  to  time. 

The  12  inch  main  from  the  wells  was  laid  in  1939  and  the  workman- 
ship was  of  such  poor  quality  that  on  its  whole  length  leakages  occurred 
except  where  it  twice  crosses  Ettrick  and  the  Mill  Lade  and  there  it  was 
suspected  that  the  water  was  seeping  into  the  pipe. 

In  1941  the  lower  end  of  the  pipe  for  approximately  one-third  of  its 
length,  w-as  relaid  but  it  is  only  within  this  year  that  the  remainder  was 
attended  to  and  completely  relaid.  As  these  operations  commenced  the 
Burgh  was  deprived  of  the  use  of  the  12  inch  main  and  had  to  fall  back 
on  the  9 inch  main  up  to  that  date  used  as  a standby.  It  was  realised 
long  before  the  operations  on  the  12  inch  main  started  that  the  supply  of 
water  obtained  from  the  9 inch  main  would  be  totally  inadequate  and  a 
supplementary  supply  was  necessary.  In  1946  various  sources  were 
investigated  and  the  decision  then  made  to  use  Forest  Mill  Well  some 
400  yards  from  the  Pump  House  was  put  into  operation  on  the  20th  of 
April  of  this  year.  Water  was  pumped  from  this  Well  by  means  of  a 
Worthington-Simpson  Centrifugal  Pump  coupled  to  an  8i  H.P.B.T.H. 
surface  cooled  Squirrel  Cage  Motor  into  a 6 inch  Everite  asbestos 
cement  pipe  laid  overground  and  discharging  into  the  first  of  three 
filters  in  the  Pumping  Station.  Though  the  summer  was  of  an  ex- 
tremely dry  nature  there  was  always  a plentiful  supply  of  water  available 
and  little  or  no  difficulty  was  experienced  in  the  operation  of  the  system. 
Water  was  pumped  from  the  well  each  night  for  some  6 months  as  work 
was  only  completed  on  the  12  inch  main  on  the  27th  September. 

The  distribution  system  functioned  satisfactorily  with  the  exception 
of  the  6 inch  pipe  aiong  South  Bridge  Street  to  Bannerfield  Housing 
Scheme.  This  pipe  was  badly  fractured  where  it  meets  the  Iron  Bridge 
but  the  damaged  section  was  replaced  with  little  bother. 

Water  waste  inspection  is  carried  out  frequently  and  the  wraste  total 
has  been  stabilised  at  a lower  figure  than  ever  before.  Two  new  Waste 
Water  Recording  meters  one  3 inch  and  one  4 inch  were  installed  and 
an  8 inch  meter  is  on  order.  When  it  is  installed  all  distribution  pipes 
in  the  town  will  then  be  metered. 

Cleansing. 

The  routine  of  collection  continues  as  last  year  and  has  been  well 
used  by  the  population. 

Early  in  the  year  the  Market  for  Waste  Paper  became  non-existant 
and  as  there  was  inadequate  storage  space  several  tons  had  to  be  burned, 
it  is  hoped  however  that  the  Market  will  soon  return  and  as  in  the  past 
full  use  will  be  made  of  the  opportunity  to  make  Salvage  Collections  pay 
its  way. 

The  streets  arc  swept  daily  by  three  full  time  scavengers  equipped 
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with  suitable  “ Street  Orderly”  barrows  one  of  which  will  have  to  be 
replaced  at  an  early  date. 

A new  “Dennis”  Cleansing  Wagon  with  a capacity  of  to  cubic  yards 
was  obtained  and  put  into  operation  in  November. 

The  Fordson  tractor  was  withdrawn  from  the  Cleansing  Service. 

The  Refuse  depot  at  Nettleburn  is  being  maintained  in  a satisfactory 
condition  though  some  trouble  was  experienced  with  a fire  which  once 
more  broke  out  on  the  lower  face  of  the  tip  but  this  was  extinguished 
and  has  since  given  no  trouble. 

The  rat  population  has  been  kept  to  a minimum  by  constant  attacks. 

Sewers  and  Sewage  Disposal  Works. 

Little  or  no  trouble  was  experienced  with  either  the  Sewers  or  Sewage 
Disposal  Works.  Any  “Chokages”  on  the  sewers  were  of  a minor 
nature  and  the  plant  at  the  works  functioned  satisfactorily. 

Work  on  the  New  Footbridge  to  carry  the  Sewer  pipe  from  Banner- 
field  over  the  river  was  started  and  once  completed  work  must  start  on 
enlarging  the  works  to  cope  with  the  added  population  at  Bannerfield  as 
serious  flooding  takes  place  after  a prolonged  rainstorm  at  the  present 
time. 

Repairs  to  one  of  the  filter  bed’s  walls  will  be  necessary  in  the  near 
future  as  this  is  bulging. 

Slaughterhouse. 

This  is  still  being  used  by  the  Ministry  of  Food  as  a food  store. 

Nuisances. 

Very  few  nuisances  were  discovered  during  inspections  or  were 
brought  to  notice.  Those  discovered  were  generally  of  a minor  nature, 
and  verbal  warnings  sufficed.  Five  notices  were  served  and  received 
prompt  attention. 

Housing. 

Construction  of  houses  meet  with  one  obstacle  after  another,  and 
progress  to  date  has  been  discouraging. 

Since  February,  1947,  when  building  operations  commenced  at 
Bannerfield,  only  24  houses  have  so  far  been  built. 

In  July  of  this  year  one  block  of  two  “Cruden”  houses  was  destroyed 
by  fire  and  the  Tenants  were  rehoused  at  Bannerfield. 

It  is  proposed  to  start  a new  housing  survey  shortly  in  order  to  revise 
our  records  of  housing  conditions  and  sanitary  conveniences  in  the 
Burgh. 

Burial  Grounds. 

The  grounds  are  being  conducted  in  a satisfactory  manner. 

Schools. 

The  five  schools  in  the  Burgh  are  kept  in  good  order. 
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Common  Lodging  Houses. 

There  are  no  Common  Lodging  Houses  in  the  Burgh. 

Infectious  Disease. 

Seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  and  dealt  with. 

Offensive  Trades. 

There  is  only  one  offensive  trade — a tannery  and  everything  was 
found  satisfactory  on  inspection. 

Factories. 

No  action  was  necessary.  Nearly  all  the  mills  have  erected  or  are  in 
the  course  of  erecting  new  lavatory  accommodation  and  rest  rooms  for 
employees. 


Food  Premises. 

The  various  premises  where  food  was  prepared  and  sold  were  visited 
periodically  and  revealed  a satisfactory  standard  of  cleanliness. 

Dairies. 

There  are  two  dairies  where  milk  is  bottled  and  one  small  cowshed. 
All  the  premises  on  inspection  were  found  to  be  in  a clean  condition. 

Selkirk  Hill. 

Conveniences  were  again  erected  for  use  of  campers  near  the  camping 
site  this  year  and  on  inspection  were  found  to  be  well  kept  and  main- 
tained. 

I have  the  honour  to  be,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

G.  M.  ELLIOTT, 
County  Medical  Officer. 
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